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Reading srael
MIRACLE NATION:

SEVENTY STORIES ABOUT THE SPIRIT OF ISRAEL

Questions, For Discusrion:

1. What is the story of your relationship with Israel? Do you know Israel from visiting,
having relatives there, volunteering or studying, or only through the news?

2. What feelings are evoked in you when you hear or sing Hatikvah? Do you view
Israel’s birth as a miracle? Why or why not?

3. Do you think Israel has a mission as a “chosen people?” In what ways does Israel
fulfill its mission as a light unto the nations? Why do you think Israel has so many
humanitarian startups?

4. What aspects of tikkun olam inspire you the most and attract you?

5. How can efforts to protect the environment lead to peace? Do you think peace can
“bubble up” from the ground by people to people efforts?

6. Why do you think Israel is so involved in rescue operations around the world, often
arriving the first on the scene of a natural disaster and staying the longest?

7. What can help a person develop a more inclusive attitude to those with disabilities?
What are the long-term benefits to society of caring for the less fortunate?

n

8. Why does the Bible repeat “Remember that you were strangers in the land of Egypt
37 times?

9. What technological advances in Israel make you most proud? Do you consider
sharing the technologies with the world a modern day example of being a light unto
the nations?

10. What aspects of Israeli society do you think require attention to become more just
and equal? Can one be critical of Israel and still be a Zionist and lover of Israel?

1. Do you believe that dialogue and shared experiences can bridge gaps between
people, create more respect and tolerance, and affect attitudes toward the other?

12. Do you believe that peace can “bubble up” from the ground? What should Israeli
and Palestinian people and leaders do more of to bring about peace?
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