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From 1934-1948, The Jewish Agency for Israel, leading the struggle for an independent
Jewish state, engaged in the clandestine immigration of Jews to British-controlled
Palestine in an operation conducted by the Haganah known as Aliya Bet. Exodus 1947
was the largest of the ships it sailed. It was also the most impactful.

The plight of the 4515 Holocaust survivors who were forcibly deported back to Germany
after being prevented from disembarking on the shores of their ancient homeland
aroused worldwide support for the Zionist cause.

Exodus 1947 also highlighted the vital role Jews around the world played in bringing
about the creation of the Jewish state. The funds used to procure the vessel and its
crew of 35 volunteers came primarily from the American Jewish community, giving
expression to our age-old dictum that all Jews are responsible for one another. It is also
a reminder that the Zionist cause has always been and will always remain the collective
venture of the entire Jewish people.

The memorialization of these events that took place 70 years ago will not only serve
as an everlasting tribute to the courage and fortitude of those aboard the ship -
passengers and crew alike, but also as a testament to the eternal bond between Jews
everywhere and their ancient homeland.

The Jewish Agency for Israel is proud to be associated with the perpetuation of this
legacy as we continue to inspire Jews everywhere to build a thriving Jewish future with
a strong Israel at its center.

Natan Sharansky Dr. David Breakstone
Chairman Deputy Chairman
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For two millennia, Jews around the world prayed for a return to their ancestral
homeland. Wherever they lived in the world, Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Israel) remained
central to their identity, their faith, their heritage and their collective pride.

In spite of the distance, Jews throughout the Diaspora, while being loyal citizens of the
countries in which they lived, also maintained a love for Israel that they succeeded in
passing down from one generation to the next.

Reeling from the enormous personal and collective losses they suffered during the
Holocaust, many of the survivors wandered aimlessly across Europe, homeless and
stateless, on a continent that in many places remained rampantly antisemitic. Europe,
for them, had been transformed into an enormous cemetery haunted by traumatic
memories of the loved ones they had lost.

Through the pains of the Holocaust and its aftermath, the survivors yearned to rebuild
their shattered lives in their ancient homeland with a name familiar to every Jew, both
religious and secular: Eretz Israel.

The refugees aboard the Exodus hailed from Russia, Poland, Romania, Germany and
other Central and Eastern European countries. Many traveled long distances to get to
the departure point in southern France from which the Exodus furtively set sail on July
10, 1947. Told not to reveal their names to anyone, the official travel documents made
for each passenger included photographs but no names and listed ‘Tel Aviv' as their
place of origin. Every effort was made to enable the fulfillment of their dream of living in
freedom.

Naming the ship the Exodus was an expression of their determination, recalling the
historic journey of their forebears from Egypt, full of the same zeal, hope and faith of a
glorious tomorrow in the Jewish national home that was coming into being.
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“The State of Israel was not established on May 15, 1948, when the official

declaration was made at Tel Aviv Museum. It was born nearly a year earlier on

July 18, 1947, when a battered and stricken American ship called the President

Warfield, whose name was changed to Exodus, entered the port of Haifa with its
loud speakers blaring the strains of “Hatikva.”

Yossi Harel, Commander of the Exodus

Aryeh Itamar, then 6 years old, recalls the first of many
powerful moments, when the singing of Hatikvah
echoed around him as he and his family boarded the
President Warfield in France. The song accompanied
the passengers as it was sung time and again as they
neared their way toward the coast of Palestine, the Land
of Israel.

After 7 days of travel, even as the British marines began
to board the ship to force the Jews to transport ships,
the blue and white flag with the Star of David was raised
and the wooden planks carrying the name President Warfield were flipped over to reveal
the ship’s new name, Haganah Ship - Exodus 1947, and “Hatikvah” was sung over and
over.

As long as in the heart within,
The Jewish soul yearns,
And toward the eastern edges, onward,
An eye gazes toward Zion.
Our hope is not yet lost,
The hope that is two-thousand years old,
To be a free nation in our land,

The Land of Zion, Jerusalem.
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"The name Exodus was displayed with pride, and all of us on board knew our
destiny was about to be fulfilled."

Itzik B.

Everyone on board shared the same passion with which that song had been written
so many years earlier by Jews who perpetually dreamed of a return to our ancient
homeland.

“We managed to put up with the difficulties only because we knew that we would
have to cope with the situation only for a matter of two or three days and our
good mood and high spirits helped to keep us going. What magical power there
is in the words 'Land of Israel' and in the blue and white flag, that we are so
ready to fight for to the last, without hesitation, refusing to accept or consider
any reasonable estimate of the obvious results of the imminent confrontation
between these unequal forces. We, who during the war years, had struggled with
seemingly supernatural powers just to remain alive, stood now, ready to sacrifice
ourselves for the sake of our sovereignty over a land which did not yet exist and
on whose ground we had not yet trodden...”

Dov Freiburg
Even when their hopes of disembarking on the shores of their homeland were dashed
by the attack of the British warships, their determination remained steadfast, buoyed

by the support and encouragement of those who had already made their homes in Eretz
Yisrael:

"l was greatly moved by the empathy of the Jews of Haifa who lit Shabbat candles
in their windows facing the port. People standing on the deck broke out in the
singing of Hatikva. That is something | will never forget."

David Ariel, a child aboard the Exodus 1947, now living in Ashkelon
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"The war broke our lives in 1939, and now, seven years later, the war is still not
over for us alone. How long, oh Lord, how long."

Nina Admoni

The story of the Exodus ship is one of pioneering Zionism, of harsh cruelty, of hope and
resolve to fulfill our ancient dream of returning to our homeland. Few could envision the
strength and courage that would be required to make this dream possible even after
the defeat of Nazism and the end to the attempted annihilation of the Jewish people by
Hitler, his henchmen, their collaborators and the silent bystanders around the world.

The passengers on the Exodus faced countless tribulations on their weeklong journey
toward Haifa - terrible overcrowding, lack of resources, illness, fatigue, and severe
hunger and thirst. Nonetheless, forced into battle by the British who controlled the
borders of Mandate Palestine, they fought with every ounce of their being, unwilling to
surrender, unwilling to bend to the demands of their new captors whose behavior was, in
that circumstance, so reminiscent of the torment they had just recently survived.

Upon approaching the ‘Promised Land’, the refugees, crowding the decks of Exodus,
sang the Yiddish resistance song of the partisans, “Never say that you have reached the
final road.” After years of persecution, murder, and dehumanization, the Jews aboard
the Exodus and other Aliyah Bet ships were determined to regain their dignity by finding
freedom in Palestine, in the Land of Israel.

"They used every brutality to wipe us out physically ... to still forever our hopes
and aspirations, our heritage. Those of us who survive are bleeding still ... There
are some among us who say it is too late now for redemption. It is true, it is
impossible to bring back our dead. But those of us who remain, those who are
the last remnant of our people, must once more have hope ... for the revival of all
those moral, ethical and cultural values which we hold so dear, and without which
the world would plunge into barbarism ... We must struggle ... we must strive to
rise again. We owe that to the memory of our dearly beloved dead ... who had the
same yearnings. We owe it to them to spend our remaining days in creating ... a
worthy life once more.’

Ignacy Schwartzbart
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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of Murray T. Aronoff
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In a handwritten letter addressed to the British agents during the deportation, the
passengers on the Exodus invoked their own humanity:

"British soldiers and officers! You are waging a battle against peaceful innocent
people, whose only crime consists in that they want a home just like hundreds
of peoples!

We have been dragged away with brutality from the shores of Palestine, and for
about two months already we are being led on the sea, locked in . . . barbed
wire, just [as] if we were dangerous criminals[.] Now you want [to] get us off
with force in Hamburg back to our enemies, back to the murder [of] people,
[who] wanted to annihilate the world, and bestially destroyed our parents and
children and exterminated more than a third of our people. You are sending us
back to pains, sufferings and downfall!!! British soldiers and officers! Today you
are compelled to do the same thing the Germans did before, against whom you
fought so heroically! Put no shame on your glorious tradition of fight[ing] against
fascism. Put yourselves on the sides of the victims of Hitlerism!

Allow us to go home so that once and for all we will be able to live as a free
people!
No force in the world will destroy our will to live!
Until our last breath we will always aim for Palestine!
Our spirit is always strong and invincible!
We are the rightful!

Ours is the future!"
Dvora, Exodus 1947

In spite of their pleas, exhausted from both the sea journey as well as the battle on
board the Exodus, all 4515 passengers were transferred, like cattle, to three freighters
converted into caged prison ships - the Empire Rival, the Ocean Vigor and the
Runnymede Park - to be sent back to mainland Europe. For nearly three months, these
desperate Holocaust survivors chose to live in a floating jail in an attempt to avoid being
returned to the European graveyards they had just fled.

"On Sunday, when | was already on the deportation ship ‘Empire Rival, | was

informed that we were being exiled to France. The disappointment was very great

and we made the decision: I, a Jew expelled from the Land of Israel, am not
prepared to disembark from this ship except in Eretz Israel."

David Ariel
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"The voyage of the Exodus left the deepest impression on public consciousness,
quickly becoming a beacon for Zionism and a symbol to all that neither guns,
cannons, nor warships could stand in the way of the human need for a home."

Yossi Harel

A narrative of a collective yearning, courage and determination, the episode of Exodus
1947 acquired an immediate “face” through the images of famed photographer Ruth
Gruber, and, decades later, through the testimonies of survivors.

Documenting the harrowing voyage of the ship,
capturing the history, the reality, and the humanity of its
passengers with each frame, Gruber’s images were sent
to thousands of newspapers and magazines around the
world, radically transforming attitudes toward the plight
of Jewish refugees and Holocaust survivors after the
war. Telling the story from the point of view of those
caught in the middle of one of the great diplomatic
crises of the century shifted world opinion significantly,
arousing increased sympathy for the Zionist cause
among Jews and non-Jews alike.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Murray T. Aronoff

The Exodus was a turning point in world interest in the survivors of the Holocaust and
their need for a Homeland. One and a half years after the liberation of the concentration
camps, you still had survivors being treated as they were during war.

"Slowly, despite everything, the story seeped into the conscience of people
all over the world. The saved remnants of Israel, a small band, bold, brave and
strong as reinforced concrete tempered by a thousand trials."

David Wolpe
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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
courtesy of Gedenkstaette Bergen-Belsen
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Underground radio operators broadcast every detail of the tragic circumstances faced
by the Exodus passengers. While a horrified world audience listened, soldiers dragged
refugees off the ship. Displaced persons in camps all over Europe protested vociferously
and staged hunger strikes when they heard the news. Large protests erupted on both
sides of the Atlantic. In Washington, Jews raised their voices in protest. Local rabbis
and youth movement teens marched on the British embassy shouting “Let my people
go!”

As a result of the support for the passengers garnered around the world, the journey

of the Exodus has been documented in historical sources and in popular culture as a
key catalyst leading up to the end of British rule in Palestine and the creation of Israel.
The United Nations Special Committee on Palestine was at that time formulating its
recommendation on what to do with the territory, and the deluge of news reports on the
Exodus helped create sympathy for the Jews and contributed to the recommendation
UNSCOP eventually made to partition the land and create a Jewish state. The ensuing
embarrassment for Britain also played a significant role in the diplomatic swing of
sympathy toward the Jews and the eventual recognition of a Jewish state in 1948. There
is no denying, then, that while the refugees did not succeed in fulfilling their immediate
aim of reaching Palestine, they contributed immeasurably to the achievement of the
grander goal of bringing about the establishment of the Jewish state.

“We won! The world heard our cry, the cry of refugees of the Holocaust, and saw

how we stood strong. The United Nations recognized our right to establish the

State, with the help of the Rock of Israel. We merited having taken an active part

in our nation's struggle, together with those who were already in the Land. We

thank the organizations that aided us, and all those who stood by our side during
our struggle.”’
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The story of the Exodus 1947 is in many ways the story of the Jewish People - endless
migrations rife with struggles and sacrifices, tests of faith and endurance, and a
determination to outlast even the most challenging of circumstances.

Even before it gained world attention, the campaign of clandestine immigration known
as Aliyah Bet organized to save survivors of the Holocaust and assist them in building

a new life in our ancestral home galvanized Zionist supporters around the world. Jews
throughout the Diaspora worked together with the Jewish Agency and the Haganah

to recruit the funds, ships, and manpower necessary to enable the immigration ships
bringing survivors of the Holocaust to their rightful home in Palestine. Their support was
vital and demonstrated the common will and joint responsibility felt by both the Jewish
and non-Jewish communities around the world who could not accept that one and a half
years after the liberation of the concentration camps, survivors were still being treated
as they were during the war - as stateless, unwelcome “pariahs” whose destiny was
being shaped by outside forces embroiled in the political battles between governments
and peoples.

“Itis no surprise that many Americans sympathized with the Jewish immigration

struggle, given its strong parallels to American history. Refugees from

persecution were trying to build a country based on liberty and equality, only

to be blocked. The important role of American volunteers on the Exodus is a

reminder that the struggle to establish Israel was supported by a broad coalition

of Americans of all faiths — and that support for Jewish statehood continues
among Americans to this day.”

Rafael Medoff

There is a certain pride in knowing that there were Americans and fellow Diaspora Jews
on board, as well as non-Jews such as Reverend Grauer whose proclamations to the
world helped awaken interest in the heroic struggle for the creation of a Jewish state.
These volunteers and the supporters in each country embody the spirit that brought
Jews from around the world together as we faced the stark realization of our need for

a safe haven. But Exodus 1947, then and now, was and is about even more than that,
for the episode encapsulates the essence of the Zionist dream: the unity of the Jewish
people, its common destiny, its hope for a better future and its vision of fashioning its
national home as an exemplary society.
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The Jewish survivors of the Holocaust leaving Europe for Palestine will forever remain a
symbol of our Jewish people’s longing for sovereignty that ultimately resulted in Israel’s
independence. Now, dedicated on the 70th anniversary of the Exodus in the 120th year
since the First Zionist Congress, there stands a memorial to Exodus 1947 at the Haifa
Port, overlooking the very waters where the passengers aboard the ship were seized and
denied the freedom promised by Balfour, San Remo, and the United Nations.

The Zionist ethos and the pioneering spirit would not have been able to prevail without
the fearless heroes, the passionate leaders, the inspired dreamers and the fervent
believers who are no longer with us, but whose legacy we are determined to preserve.

Continuing the responsibility we inherit from those who fought valiantly for the creation
of our Jewish State, remembering the Exodus encourages us towards a renewed
commitment to Zionism that will inspire the next generation.

We do so by our commemoration of Jewish heroes, like Captain Ike Aharonovitz,
Commander Yossi Harel, First Mate Bill Bernstein who was killed by the British while
defending the wheelhouse, the selfless volunteers and the valiant passengers aboard
the Exodus. Their testimonies shed light on the intricacies of the experience that so
significantly impacted the world’s recognition of the rights of the Jewish people to a
safe haven and a national home in their ancestral homeland.

The People of Israel have given us so much. They instill in us pride at their achievements
against the odds and defend the Jewish homeland. They are counting on us to defend
them, especially as they continue to repel enemies still obsessed with their destruction.

Let us be positively proactive and stand united for Israel to push Zionism Forward. There
must be no doubt that in the United States and every country throughout the world, Jews
continue to resound a passionate commitment to “Am Yisrael Chai!” just as we did when
we rallied in support of the Jews on the Exodus, Soviet Jewry, Operations Solomon and
Magic Carpet, and our continued fight for our right to live free in our homeland.

It is up to us to protect the memory of the Exodus and every achievement of our people,
and carry on the legacy for future generations.

Richard D. Heideman, President

American Zionist
Movement
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As the event moves further into the past, it is incumbent upon us to protect the
experiences, the passion, and the legacy of this monumental event for future
generations to learn. What remains today is a magnificent scale model of the Exodus,
gleaming white and beautiful, in a storage room of the Maryland Jewish Museum in
Baltimore along with the original bell of the ship. An interpretive marker to the Exodus
sits prominently at Baltimore's Inner Harbor for thousands to see daily. And now, a
proper memorial stands at the Haifa Port in Israel where people can view it before they
set sail or return to Israel on the very coast where the passengers of the Exodus dreamt
of setting foot.

"If Herzl is important to Israel alone, Israel will be alone. So it is with the Exodus.

If the Exodus is important to Israel alone, Israel will be alone. The Exodus is too

important a story to let simply slip beneath the waves. It symbolizes world and
Diaspora understanding of Israel."

Jerry Klinger, President, Jewish American Society for Historical Preservation,
initiator of the Exodus Memorial at the Haifa Port

Beyond memorials, it is the transmission of memory - of the human experience and
the events surrounding it - that will carry the legacy of the Exodus to every generation.
dreamt of setting foot.

Now is the time to connect the next generation with the story of the Exodus and its
significance as a step toward statehood. The sympathy aroused by the realities of the
Holocaust ignited a global recognition of our need for a safe haven, our right to return
home, to build new lives, and live free in our ancestral home.

Just as we inherit the memories of the Shoah, so too, must we learn from and

transmit the legacy of the Exodus as a part of their story. We must know the facts,

and understand the circumstances. We must teach of the passion which drove the
volunteers, passengers and fighters to endure endless struggles toward the fulfillment
of our ancestral dream. We must inherit their determination and imbue tomorrow’s youth
with a shared commitment toward the continuation of our nationalist vision - to protect
our land, our history, our heritage, our memory, our peoplehood, our freedom in our
Jewish sovereign state.

Together we can ensure that Israel is indeed Forever.

Dr. Elana Heideman, Executive Director

Braclrever

UNDATI ON
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As we celebrate 120 years since the First Zionist Congress and mark the 70th
anniversary of Exodus 1947, let us pay tribute to its passengers and crew
by carrying into the future their story of courage, hope, determination and

connection to their ancestral homeland.

A DREAM PASSED FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION
A BOND PRONOUNCED IN PRAYER
A VISION THAT INSPIRES
A DESTINY SHARED
A HISTORY REMEMBERED
A LEGACY PRESERVED

Jewish American Society for Historic Preservation
Jerry Klinger, President

and with the cooperation of

The Jewish Agency for Israel
Dr. David Breakstone, Deputy Chairman
Eli Carmeli
Rachel Albeg
Orli Zuckerman

Haifa Port
Mendi Zaltzman, CEO

The Jerusalem Municipality
Benny Katz, Department for Community Relations and IDF Liaison

Sam Philipe
Memorial Sculptor

The Israel Forever Foundation
Dr. Elana Yael Heideman, Executive Director
Judi Felber

> Chana Schiffmiller, Graphic Designer
The Family of Exodus 1947 Survivors
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Join us in continuing the commemoration of the Exodus 1947.
TODAY, TOMORROW AND FOREVER
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